Coastal ecosystems contribute significantly to socio-economic development in the Southeast Asia Region. The emerging question is how to achieve sustainable development through innovative thinking, smart planning and better insights derived from an ecosystem-based approach (EbA). » EbA is gaining momentum in the Southeast Asian region; accordingly, the capacity for upscaling and implementation is needed.
» Mapping capacity gaps and needs for integrated coastal ecosystem management by involving a variety of stakeholders is pertinent. Aligning conservation and development goals requires sharing existing best practices and case studies that demonstrate the potential for cross-scaling. socio-ecological systems (Nagabhatla et al., 2012) .
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Recent years have witnessed significant improvements in the development of tools and management frameworks (Hung, Nagabhatla, Tuan, Kathiresan, & Moon, 2017 ) and frameworks such as ICZM have proven to be a practical tool for conserving and protecting coastal and near-shore resources. Yet, to better support integrated and efficient management solutions, the need for up-to-date data and knowledge is urgent. ICZM also claims to maximize the integration of multi-sectoral needs as well as minimize conflicts in economic development planning, thus providing flexibility for integrating the synergistic advantages of an EbA. Johnson, 1993) . Chapter 37 of Agenda 21 stresses that the ability of a country to follow sustainable development pathways is noted by its effort to strengthen the capacity of its people, and its institutions (Hens, Borden, Suzuki, & Caravello, 1998 5 (Veron & Stafford, 2000) . These ecosystems provide a wide range of economic services and benefits to communities inhabiting the coastlines, mainly in the sectors of sea trade, fisheries, fish production, and tourism (Brown, Daw, Rosendo, Bunce, & Cherrett, 2008) . The region is populated by more than 600 million people who depend on coastal and marine resources for their livelihoods and well-being (Hughes, 2017) . As a case in point, Malaysia has a five-year plan in place to address mapping the policy and development projects and activities to be adopted by the government, which includes environmentally oriented ordinances and embeds the ICZM framework (Wilson & Tisdell, 2003) . Further, urban areas with high population density integrated planning can also help maintain ecological structures and services (Nagabhatla & Metcalfe, 2018) . As countries in Southeast Asia are in the process of developing plans that identify priority areas as well as action plans that address the SDGs, the present synthesis undertaken by the ENGAGE project can be a good source of reference.
thE ENgAgE ProjEct-rEgIoNAl INItIAtIvE for StAKEholdEr dIScuSSIoNS oN EbA
The ENGAGE project initiated a regional discussion by aligning the EbA framework to complement existing management strategies for coastal ecosystems.
Integrating 
